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SCBA/GBM.38/2023 Dated 07.03.2023

CIRCULAR

Respected Members are informed that Executive Committee
of the Supreme Court Bar Association in its meeting held on
06" March, 2023 has decided that there will be a Special
General Body Meeting to be held on Thursday, 16" March,
2023 at 4:00 PM in the Supreme Court Lawns in view of the

Requisitions:

A. Signed by 235 members for calling urgent General
Body Meeting of SCBA;

B. Signed by 184 members calling for General Body
Meeting to show solidarity with the SCBA President
and on the issue of allotment of land for lawyers
Chambers.

The Explanatory note for the Special GBM to be
held on Thursday, 16" March, 2023 at 4:00 PM in
the Supreme Court Lawns, New Delhi as decided
by the Executive Committee in its meeting held on
6.3.2023 in view of the requisitions signed by the
members:-

The institution i.e. Supreme Court comprises of the Hon’ble
Judges of the Court which are 34 in number at present and
the Registry of this Court as well as about 17000-18000
lawyers who are the members of the SCBA who were always
considered as equal stakeholders in the institution. The
lawyers being in touch with the clients also take care of the
interest of the clients in the matter of infrastructure /facilities
to be created in the institution. It has been the practice of
this Court that the lawyers i.e. SCBA is not part of the
decision making to decide how the new infrastructure which
is to be created should be shared between two equal
stakeholders of the institution. The result being that the
Hon’ble Judges and Registry have three auditoriums to use to
hold seminars and meetings but the SCBA was not allowed to
use even one and only recently one out of the three is made
available to SCBA on case to case basis and not as of right.
While the Hon'ble Judges have several meeting rooms other
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than three auditoriums to meet people or entertain the
visiting dignitaries especially from foreign countries who visit
to Supreme Court whereas till date there is no place where
the Bar can meet the same dignitaries if they make a request
to do so. It is common practice whenever the visiting
dignitaries come to meet the Hon’ble Judges then invariably
they make request to meet representatives of the Bar and
due to lack of any place with the Bar the request cannot be
entertained. Similarly, when this institution was initially
built, a limited number of Chambers were provided for the
then Lawyers of the Supreme Court but the growth in the
number of Chambers have been nothing compared to the
growth in the number of regularly practicing lawyers in the
Supreme Court. The result being that the lawyers are
waiting for more than 25 years from being allotted chambers.
In fact, Appu Ghar land/Additional Building Complex was
handed over to the Supreme Court on the basis of the
petition filed by the SCBA and after the allotment happening
the SCBA was not consulted in its utilisation and majority of
the constructed area i.e. more than 90 percent of the
constructed area was reserved for the Registry and the
Hon’ble Judges and remaining 10 percent of the area
apportioned for the lawyers of the SCBA comprising of being
234 chambers which was also constructed without consulting
the SCBA resulting in size of the chambers being little small
for double allotment and big for single allotment. Even the
area has been declared as High Security Zone with the result
that ingress and egress of the lawyers to the area has been a
constant source of harassment to the legal fraternity.

The SCBA has not been given any space in the proximity of
the Court in the last 32 years and the last Library-II was
given in the year 1991 and whereas membership of the Bar
has gone up many fold since then and the Courts are getting
cramped and the corridors are full of people for lack of
waiting space. The lunch room which has been given to us is
a very small cramped room where the members have to wait
to have lunch and going in and coming out of the lunch room
is also a problem. The Ladies Bar Room is also overcrowded
and the corridors of the Supreme Court being not air
conditioned, members of the Bar waiting for their matters
either crowd inside the Court Rooms or crowd in the Bar
Rooms which are proximate resulting in the overcrowding
everywhere. The Bar has been raising a demand for more
space and for that reason the space in Annexe Building
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(Opposite Court Room No.10) was requested to be given but
till date even that request is pending.

Another piece of land measuring 1.33 Acres was allotted to
the Supreme Court in which it was agreed that 40 percent
would be used for the construction of chambers and the
balance would be for Archives of the Supreme Court. Our last
EC of SCBA took up the said matter with Hon’ble Mr. Justice
N.V. Ramana, the then CJI, who orally agreed that the entire
building could be given for construction of lawyers chambers
but he said that the same cannot be done without the
permission of the Government because percentage of 40%
allocation was done by the Government. In the tenure of
Hon'ble Mr. Justice N.V. Ramana, the then CJI, plans were
prepared for the construction of Chamber in the 40 percent
and about 200 chambers would have been constructed in the
said 40 percent land. The SCBA considering growing need of
the members of the Bar decide to file the Writ Petition which
got listed before the Hon’ble Mr. Justice U.U. Lalit, the then
CJI who issued notice in the matter, and the matter was next
listed on 03.11.2022 when the Ld. Attorney General for India
appeared. On that date of hearing Hon’ble Mr. Justice U.U.
Lalit, the then CJI made oral observation that it would be
advisable that the entire building be used for lawyers as
multiple use has security issues and moreover the archives
can be easily accommodated in the Additional Building
Complex where large amount of area is lying vacant. The Ld.
Attorney General for India took time to have more detailed
deliberations on the issue. Since then, Hon'ble Mr. Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud, the Chief Justice of India took charge and
the matter has been listed six times and was not heard even
once and it has been mentioned before the Hon’ble CJI four
times to ensure listing and hearing and no special privilege is
being claimed by the Bar. In this background, the
4'"mentioning of 2" march 2023 took place before the
Hon’ble Chief Justice of India. The members of the Bar are
extremely perturbed by what happened that day and have
asked for a General Body Meeting signed by 184 members
for considering the resolution at SI.No.A and second
resolution signed by 235 members regarding the apology
tendered by Senior Members of the Bar without knowing the
issue and without consulting anyone in the EC of the SCBA
and the said resolutions are at SI.No. B and C below:
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Members of the Bar expressing complete solidarity with
the stand taken by the President SCBA in the Court of
Hon'ble Chief Justice of India with regard to the
Chambers construction issue in the newly allotted land;

Issue appropriate Show Cause Notice to the concerned
members as mentioned in the resolution demanding
their explanation; and

Any mentioning done by a member of the Bar to
belittle the stand taken by the SCBA in the Judicial
proceeding should be highly condemned and in future
strict action be taken against such member.”

The Executive Committee of SCBA in its meeting held on 06"

March, 2023 has decided that the following resolutions be put

up for consideration before Special

General Body on

Thursday, 16" March, 2023 at 4 PM in the Supreme Court

Lawns, New Delhi:-

Al

RESOLUTION

the Bar expressing
solidarity with the stand taken by the President
SCBA in the Court of Hon’ble Chief Justice of India
with regard to the Chambers construction issue in

“Members of complete

the newly allotted land;

Issue appropriate Show Cause Notice to the

concerned members as mentioned in the

resolution demanding their explanation; and

Any mentioning done by a member of the Bar to
belittle the stand taken by the SCBA in the Judicial
proceeding should be highly condemned and in
future strict action be taken against such
member.”
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The entry in the Supreme Court Lawn for Special General
Body Meeting would be on showing the Proximity Card or
SCBA Membership Identity Card and the voting would be
done by raising of hands.

Respected members of the Supreme Court Bar Association
are requested to participate in the aforesaid Special General
Body Meeting to be held on Thursday, 16™ March, 2023 at 4
PM in the Supreme Court Lawns, New Delhi.

i
RAHUL KAUSHIK

Hony. Secretary
9205368120

/
/J

£

Encl: 1. Requisition dated 2.3.2023 signed by 235 members
for GBM.

2. Requisition dated 2.3.2023 signed by 184 members
for GBM.
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02.03.2023 i ‘ &)

Shri. Rahul Keushik
Hony. Secretary
Supreme Court Bar Association

By now, all of us are aware of the mentioning made by the President, SCBA alongwith the
Executive Committee in Court Room No. 1 of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India with
regard to urgent and immediate listing of the petition seeking a direction to the Ministry of
Urban Development to convert the entire land measuring 1.33 acres that was allotted to the
Supreme Court into chambers blocks for lawyers. The President, SCBA submitted before the
Hon’ble CJ1 that “The matter has been listed 6 times and not taken up and mentioned 3 times.
The Appu Ghar land came to the Supreme Court on a petition by the SCBA and the bar was
given only one block with reluctance and now the land on which 40% was to be used for
chamber construction was to begin during CJI Ramanna’s tenure and got deferred because
we wanted the entire land to be for chambers and our petition is pending\and not being taken
up for hearing.”

For more than 20 years members are waiting for the Chamber. The President, SCBA a man
with strong conviction and commitment towards the cause of betterment of the Bar, has
consistently raised this issue, but the matter does not get listed or if listed, does not get heard.
Despite our President and the Executive Committee standing tall for the cause. few of the
members of the Bar by not supporting and instead taking a contrary stand have brought
disgrace to the unity of the advocates’ community.

Thus, we. the Members of the Supreme Court Bar Association, hereby strongly condemn the *
statements made by Shri. Kapil Sibal, Senior Advocate and Shri. Neeraj Kishan Kaul, Senior 7
Advocate, for trying to dilute the efforts of the Executive Committee headed by the President. -

The actions of the aforesaid members should be highly condemned and an un-conditional
apology ought to be tendered by both the members along with strict actions be taken against
them in order to protect the larger interests of the bar and ensuring that no such instances by
any other members against the larger interests of the bar are taken on any future occasions.

We the Members of SCBA hereby call upon you to call an urgent General Body Meeting of
the SCBA to take necessary action against the abovementioned 2 Senior Advocates for acting
against the interests of the members of SCBA.

Members.
SCBA
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-02.03.2023

Shri. Rahul Kaushik

Hony. Secretary

Supreme Court Bar Association

By now, all of us are aware of the mentioning made by the President, SCBA alongwith the
Executive Committee in Court Room No. 1 of the Hon’ble Supreme|Court of India with
regard to urgent and immediate listing of the petition seeking a direction to the Ministry of
Urban Development to convert the entire land measuring 1.33 acres that was allotted to the
Supreme Court into chambers blocks for lawyers. The President, SCBA |submitted before the
Hon’ble Cll that “The matter has been listed 6 times and not taken up and mentioned 3 times.
The Appu Ghar land came to the Supreme Court on a petition by the SABA and the bar was
given only one block with reluctance and now the land on which 40% was to be used for
chamber construction was to begin during CJI Ramanna’s tenure and got deferred because
we wanted the entire land (o be for chambers and our petition is pending and not being taken
up for hearing.”

For more than 20 years members are waiting for the Chamber. The President, SCBA a man
with strong conviction and commitment towards the cause of bettermient of the Bar. has
consistently raised this issue, but the matter does not get listed or if listed, does not get heard.
Despite our President and the Executive Committee standing tall for the cause, few of the
members of the Bar by not supporting and instead taking a contrary stand have brought
disgrace to the unity of the advocates’ community.

Thus, we, the Members of the Supreme Court Bar Association., hereby strongly condemn the
statements made by Shri. Kapil Sibal, Senior Advocate and Shri. Neeraj Kishan Kaul, Senior
Advocate, for trying to dilute the efforts of the Executive Committee headed by the President.

The actions of the aforesaid members shouid be highly condemned and an un-conditional
apology ought to be tendered by both the members along with strict actibns be taken against
them in order to protect the larger interests of the bar and ensuring that no such instances by
any other members against the larger interests of the bar are taken on any future occasions.

We the Members of SCBA hereby call upon you to call an urgent General Body Meeting of
the SCBA to take necessary action against the abovementioned 2 Senior Advocates for acting
against the interests of the members of SCBA.

Members,

SCBA
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02.03.2023 .
Shri. Rahul Kaushik
Hony. Secretary
Supreme Court Bar Association

By now, all of us are aware of the mentioning made by the President,

Executive Committee in Court Room No. 1 of the Hon’ble Supreme
regard to urgent and immediate listing of the petition seeking a directi
Urban Development to convert the entire land measuring 1.33 acres th
Supreme Court into chambers blocks for lawyers. The President, SCI
the Hon’ble CJI that “The matter has been listed 6 times and not taker
times. The Appu Ghar land came to the Supreme Court on a petition

bar was given only one block with reluctance and now the land on w
used for chamber construction was to begin during CJI Ramanna’s ten
because we wanted the entire land to be for chambers and our petitio
being taken up for hearing.”

For more than 20 years members are waiting for the Chamber. The Pre
with strong conviction and commitment towards the cause of betterr
consistently raised this issue, but the matter does not get listed or if liste
Despite our President and the Executive Committee standing tall for t
members of the Bar by not supporting and instead taking a contrary
disgrace to the unity of the advocates’ community.

Thus, we, the Members of the Supreme Court Bar Association, heret
the statements made by Shri. Kapil Sibal, Senior Advocate and Shri.
Senior Advocate, for trying to dilute the efforts of the Executive Com
President.

The actions of the aforesaid members should be highly condemned a
apology ought to be tendered by both the members along with strict act
them in order to protect the larger interests of the bar and ensuring that
any other members against the larger interests of the bar are taken on an

We the Members of SCBA hereby call upon you to call an urgent Geng
the SCBA to take necessary action against the abovementioned 2 S
acting against the interests of the members of SCBA.
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RESOLUTION FOR CALLING GBM OF SCBA IN THE LIGHT OF PENDING CASE REGARDING CHAMBERS &

UNFORTUNATE STAND OF THE Hon’ble Court during hearing on 02/03/2023 :

We the SCBA Members demand immediate GBM of SCBA after HOLI Vacation and before 17/03/2023

,the date of hearing regarding land allotment petition pending for chambers

-The Members are very much pained and agitated the way BAR representative gnd President of SCBA
was treated by Hon’ble CJI which is widely covered in social and print media and hurt the sentiments

of ordinary members of the BAR .

SCBA office bearers must call GBM at the earliest in solidarity of SCBA President/and on the issues

regarding allotment of land for chambers for the lawyers.
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